Kerry Napuk, Eddie Palmer, Martin Leith and Romy Shovelton cordially invite you to 

The Gathering of UK Open Space Practitioners
Date: 12 February 2004
Location: London 

Venue: Columbia Hotel, 95-99 Lancaster Gate, London W2 3NS (telephone 020 7402 0021) 
A five minute walk from Lancaster Gate tube station on the Central Line 
Cost: £30.00 per person including refreshments and sandwich lunch
Open Space Technology (OST) has already reached 80 countries and the energy continues to build and burst into new life all around our world. While there are Open Space Institutes in several countries (Australia, Canada, Denmark, Germany, Hong Kong, Netherlands, Singapore, Sweden, Taiwan and USA), there is no such entity here.

So we felt it was time to bring together everyone who has facilitated at least one Open Space event in England, Wales, Scotland or Northern Ireland to share experience and look to the future.
We are suggesting the following theme: 

How can we extend Open Space and improve our professional practice?
For example:
· Can we learn from each other by sharing our various styles and approaches? 

· Might we develop case studies or stories of Open Space? By sector, e.g. corporate, education, health care, communities, government etc.? By theme, e.g. cross-sector organisation and community needs? Such stories have the potential to help sponsors and facilitators. 

· How can we expand the contribution of OST? Do we need to raise its profile? If so, how?
· Are there ways in which we might usefully network together? 

· Can we discuss competition in a positive way, exploring how we might genuinely co-operate and collaborate?

· Should we form some kind of entity ? What might be its purpose and scope? What would it look like and do?
· What thoughts do you have around your own Open Space practice? 
· What are your burning issues? 
We are seeking tangible outcomes from this event to benefit the OST community and improve our individual abilities by learning from each other.

We would be very pleased if you could join us at The Gathering of UK Open Space Practitioners on 12 February 2004 at the Columbia Hotel, 95-99 Lancaster Gate, London W2 3NS (tel. 020 7402 0021). Dialogue begins promptly at 10.00 a.m. and will be over when it’s over. A sandwich lunch and refreshments will be provided.

The preliminary invitation list indicates that we will all have an inspiring look at the future of Open Space in the UK. Will you be there?

Can you suggest another OST practitioner who might wish to attend The Gathering? If so, please email Martin Leith, martin@martinleith.com so he can send the person  an invitation and add him or her to the invitation list, which you can find at www.leithworks.com/gathering. We are missing a few email addresses so please take a look at the invitation list and, if you can fill in any of the blanks, forward the missing information to Martin.

We hope you can join us in a wide ranging discussion about Open Space and its future in the UK.

“We should all be concerned about the future, because we

will have to spend the rest of our lives there.” C.F. Kettering

Please complete this registration form and send it to Kerry Napuk, 10 West Savile Road, Edinburgh EH16 5NG. Fax 0131 -668 4379 or email k@napuk.demon.co.uk.
	x
	YES, I would like to join you for the Gathering of UK Open Space Practitioners on 12 February 2004

	x
	NO, sorry, I can’t be there, but please keep me informed of developments

	x
	NO thanks, this does not interest me


Please delete the crosses that do not apply.

	Full name (first name, surname)
	

	Job title
	

	Organisation
	

	Address
	

	Telephone number
	

	email address
	

	Open Space facilitation experience (number of events, sectors etc.)
	

	Desired outcomes from
The Gathering
	

	Comments
	


If you’d like to talk to any of us about this initiative, please call Kerry on 0131 668 4377, Eddie on 01307 820 454, Martin on 01749 673999, or Romy on 020 7229 7320
Kerry Napuk and Eddie Palmer: www.openfutures.com
Romy Shovelton: www.wikima.com
Martin Leith: www.martinleith.com
The Gathering of UK Open Space Practitioners web page: www.leithworks.com/gathering 



