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Open Space Technology workshops with Harrison Owen & Colleagues

Resources

Books

Books on Open Space Technology and related theories and practice are often found in the business or management section of bookstores and libraries.  If you are unable to find these books in your community, here are some online sites you may wish to visit: 

	www.codysbooks.com (independent)
	www.amazon.com

	www.keplers.com (independent)
	www.barnesandnoble.com

	www.half.com
	www.borders.com


Books by Harrison Owen

Collaborating for Change Open Space Technology 

Harrison Owen / Paperback / July 1999  [there is also a version co-authored by Anne Stadler]

Expanding Our Now: The Story of Open Space Technology

Owen Harrison / Paperback / Berrett-Koehler Publishers / September 1997

Leadership Is

Harrison Owen / Paperback / Abbott Publishing / September 1997

Millennium Organization

Harrison Owen / Paperback / Abbott Publishing / December 1994

Open Space Technology: A User's Guide

Harrison Owen / Paperback / Berrett-Koehler Publishers / September 1997

Power of Spirit: How Organizations Transform

Harrison Owen / Paperback / Berrett-Koehler Publishers / September 2000

Riding the Tiger: Doing Business in a Transforming World

Harrison Owen / Paperback / Abbott Publishing / January 1991

Spirit: Transformation and Development in Organizations 

Harrison Owen 

The Spirit of Leadership: Liberating the Leader in Each of Us

Harrison Owen / Paperback / Berrett-Koehler Publishers / March 1999

Tales from Open Space

Harrison Owen (Editor) / Paperback / Abbott Publishing /June 1995

Harrison’s Other Books

Liberia (Enchantment of Africa) 

Allan Carpenter, Harrison Owen / Paperback / January 1974 

Red Dust on the Green Leaves 

John Gay, Harrison Owen / Paperback / 1973

When the devil dances 

Harrison Owen 

Publications recommended by the Harrison Owen & Colleagues,

with comments by Harrison – From the Harrison Owen & Colleagues web site, http://www.openspace.com
The following publications will be helpful for your exploration of Open Space. Only the first four deal directly with Open Space Technology, its uses and interpretation. The balance provide the merest hint of the broad tapestry of thought and practice which has been useful in our collective journey. 

The Spirit of Leadership

Owen, Berrett-Koehler

All about leadership in Open Space, a very different thing than the traditional command and control. Liberating the human Spirit to achieve its potential is the name of the game, and that is precisely the Open Space experience. It could become the everyday experience.

The Power of Spirit: How Organizations Transform 

Owen, Berrett-Koehler

This book is about Spirit and the ways in which Spirit forms and transforms in organizations. In the face of organizational dysfunction and a massive outbreak of Soul Pollution (stress and burnout), the message of this book is clear. Things do not have to be this bad. Profits may be soaring, and so should the human Spirit, and it can – provided we learn to appreciate and care for Spirit's new manifestation in a transforming world. The Open Space experience becomes the experimental laboratory for our learning and a launch pad for a new way of being in organization. 

Open Space Technology: A User's Guide 

Owen, 2nd Edition, Berrett-Koehler
All you ever wanted to know about facilitating an Open Space event. Included are the specifics about time, place, logistics, invitation and follow-up. Special attention is devoted to the preparation of the facilitator and when not to use OST. New material on the computer connection and how to bring the Open Space Event to the critical point of concrete action. 

Expanding Our Now 

Owen, Berrett-Koehler

What is Open Space Technology, and why does it work, particularly when it apparently violates all the rules of meeting and organizational management? The global experience to date is described and the search initiated for the new rules by which Open Space operates. It seems to have more than a little to do with self-organizing systems and ancient mythology. 

Leading Consciously 

Debashis Chatterjee/ Butterwork-Heinmann, 1998 

The application of the wisdom of India to the Function of Leadership. Brilliant! 

Leadership and The New Science 

Meg Wheatley/ Berrett-Koehler, 1993 

Chaos and complexity theory applied to the understanding of leadership in organizations.  

The Change Handbook: Group Methods for shaping the future  

Peggy Holman and Tom Devin, editors /Berrett-Koehler 1999

A compendium of all the "whole system interventions" written by the people who created them with introductory comments and analysis by Peg and Tom. Pricey, but useful for those who want to see the forest and the trees.

Chaos: Making A New Science 

Gleick, James / Penguin Books, 1987
A great "read" by a good historian of science. A great introduction to chaos/complexity theory and those who created it.

Frontiers of Complexity: The Search for Order in a Chaotic World  

Coveney, Peter and Highfield, Roger / Fawcett Columbine, 1995 

An updated report from the wonderful world of complexity and chaos.

Out of Control: The New Biology of Machines, Social Systems, and the Economic World 

Kelly, Kevin / Addison Wesley, 1995

The executive editor of Wired Magazine shares his insights into the world that is coming to be. Believe me Toto, this is not Kansas.

The Selfish Gene

Dawkins, Richard / Oxford New York, 1989

A radical way of viewing the process of evolution which may be uncomfortable, but definitely thought provoking.

At Home in the Universe: The Search for the Laws of Self-Organization and Complexity

Kauffman, Stuart / Oxford University Press, 1995

A theoretical biologist, once from The Santa Fe institute, shares his thoughts about self-organization in the biological world. In so far as we, as human beings, cannot escape out biology, the laws of self-organization would apply to us as well. At least that is one possible interpretation of the Open Space experience.

A Brief History of Everything 

Wilber, Ken / Shambala, 1996

A wonderful introduction to the profound thought and observations of Ken Wilber. And also a broad theoretical framework from which to understand the experience of Open Space. Is Ken right? Who knows.

A Theory of Everything 

Wilber, Ken /Shambala, 2000

Ken Wilber, one more time, but now with very direct applications to business, science and politics. Very useful think as we explore the world of Open Space -- and our position in that world. Waren Bennis says, "This is the book I have been longing for." That may be a little much. But it is super-good.

The Fourfold Way: Walking the Paths of the Warrior, Teacher, Healer, and Visionary 

Arrien, Angeles / Harper Collins, 1993

A powerful preparation for Open Space and the Open Space of our lives by a woman who has been there.      

Tales From Open Space 

Owen, Editor
In this book, journalists, practitioners, and just plain folks share their experiences with Open Space Technology, and reflect upon the outcomes. If you want case studies, here they are. THIS BOOK IS NOW FREE AND AVAILABLE FOR DOWNLOAD  from http://www.openspaceworld.com 

Learning in Open Space* 

30 min. video produced by 5 time Emmy Award winner Anne Stadler, this video introduces you to the Open Space experience. *to order contact Harrison Owen at owenhh@mindspring.com

USWEST VIDEO 

17 min. video produced by USWEST, this video documents a live situation where real people struggle with major issues and emerge with positive concrete results. This video may be purchased through the Open Space Institute and/or Peggy Holman - 17 min

Growing Our Now* 

Jones/Owen, NARADA-Antiquity -- CD

A three part guided imagery (spoken word and piano) for those who find this present moment too small for all the things that should and must be done. Open Space Facilitators may also find it useful as part of their personal preparation for opening space.  *to order contact Harrison Owen at owenhh@mindspring.com

Internet Resources

Websites

www.openspaceworld.org

The worldwide Open Space Network website; includes directory of

practitioners, trainings, proceedings of OS on OS conferences. Introduction

to OST in several languages.

www.openspaceworld.com

Harrison Owen and Colleagues training program

www.tmn.com/openspace
Conversations about Open Space

OSLIST, the global Open Space practitioners listserv (on-line discussion list)

To subscribe to this list

OSLIST@LISTSERV.BOISESTATE.EDU

To subscribe, unsubscribe, change your options, view the archives of oslist@listserv.boisestate.edu

Visit: http://listserv.boisestate.edu/archives/oslist.html
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